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3/9/78 REGIO N A L  T O U R N A M E N T _____________
sports state + women's supp. h u f f m a n / j g
MISSOULA--
The U n i versity of M o ntana women's gymnastics team acc u m u l a t e d  124.45 points for a 
second place finish behind E a stern W a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  last w e e k e n d  at the Unive r s i t y  
of Idaho.
Eastern W a s h i n g t o n  scored 131.35 and Idaho was third w i t h  107.45.
UM's M a rsha H amilton p l aced second in a l l -around co m p e t i t i o n  with 32.65 points.
Jan Rohrer of Eastern W a s hington finished first w ith 34.55. Mau r e e n  W a llace took 
third place for M o ntana w i t h  32.50 points.
Each m e mber of the UM team has q u a lified for the Regional Tourn a m e n t  that begins 
Friday at 1:00 p.m. in Cheney, Washington. Hamilton, W allace and M ichelle Wils o n  
qualified for all-around competition.
UM Coach Sharon Dinkle said the Mon t a n a  squad has a good chance of p l acing high 
in the 15-team tournament.
"Oregon State is clearly the n u m b e r  one team in the region, but the fight for 
the second and third spots will be the closest ever," Dinkle said. "The Univ e r s i t y  
of Oregon, the University of Washington, Seattle-Pacific, host team Eastern Wash i n g t o n  
and M o ntana will all be in contention for second place," she said.
Dinkle said that Hamilton has a good chance of p l a c i n g  first or second in all- 
around. Her biggest competition will come from Linda Parker of OSU a c c o rding to 
D i n k l e .
"Marsha's goal for the wee k e n d  will be to score above 34.0 points so she has a chance 
to advance to Nationals," Dinkle said.
-more-
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In order to qualify for national competition, a gymnast must place first in the 
regional tournament or score 34 points and finish in the top 24 in the country. Last 
year, Hami l t o n  scored above 34 points at regionals, but was the 25th gymnast in the 
nation and did not advance to the national tourney.
In addition to Hamilton, Dinkle said the UM squad has several gymnasts who are 
capable of m a k i n g  final competition at the regional tournament.
’Maureen Wallace in balance b eam and floor exercise, Sandy Sullivan in v a u l t i n g  and 
Michelle Wilson or Gail Dana in uneven bars, all have a good chance of making it to 
finals," Dinkle said.
Finals in the regional tournament beg i n  at 7:30 p.m. Saturday.
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